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SUMMARY 

This information message is sent to draw the attention of Equipment Co-ordinators to information 
which may be relevant to the safety of equipment and facilities in NHS Boards and Local 
Authorities. 

• BD (Becton Dickinson) has produced a COVID-19 pandemic advice poster (see attached) 
advising:

o Protect 50ml Luer Lock (LL) syringes for Critical Care use 

o Use 10/20/30ml LL or Luer Slip (LS) syringes where possible

• This poster supplements the advice given in Safety Action Notice SAN(SC)20/06 National 
Infusion and Vascular Access Society (NIVAS) recommend to reserve use of 50ml luer lock 
syringes for critical care infusion pumps during COVID-19 pandemic, issued on 08 April 
2020.

• Please distribute this poster in accordance with your organisation’s normal protocols. It is 
recommended that it should be prominent on notice boards and other channels such as 
intranet and staff newsletters

• Target groups are medical, nursing, medical physics, technical managers, critical care leads, 
procurement managers, clinical directors, and all managers and staff involved in IV therapy 
administration 

As the Equipment Co-ordinator for your organisation, we recommend that you assess whether or 
not to forward this information to managers and staff within your area of responsibility who might 
benefit from being aware of it. 

If you received this message directly from IRIC, email us at nss.iric@nhs.scot or phone 0131 275 
7575 quoting the IM reference number.  Alternatively, if you have received this message from 
someone in your own organisation, please direct all enquiries to them and they will liaise with IRIC 
as required. 

ENQUIRIES 
Incident Reporting & Investigation Centre (IRIC) 
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Health Facilities Scotland NHS 
National Services Scotland 

Contact us: 
IRIC Email  nss.iric@nhs.scot 

Helpline 0131 275 7575 

https://www.nss.nhs.scot/health-facilities/incidents-and-alerts/report-an-incident/ 

Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
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NHS National Services Scotland is the common name for the Common Services Agency for the 

Scottish Health Service. www.nss.nhs.scot

FAC406-210 Rev 1 
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https://www.nss.nhs.scot/health-facilities/incidents-and-alerts/report-an-incident/
http://www.hfs.scot.nhs.uk/services/incident-reporting-and-investigation-centre-iric-1/
http://www.nhsnss.org/
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STOP AND THINK:
Protect 50ml Luer Lock (LL) syringes for Critical Care use 
Use 10/20/30ml LL or Luer Slip (LS) syringes where 
possible

Statement from Andrew Barton, NIVAS (National 
Infusion and Vascular Access Society) Chair:1 

When giving bolus drugs manually NIVAS 
recommends the use of a 10ml, 20ml or 30ml 
syringe (luer-slip or luer-lock) where possible. 
Please ask your organisation to reserve the 50ml 
luer-lock syringes for critical care syringe infusion 
pumps to avoid future stocks running low during 
the COVID-19 pandemic surge. 
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For bolus of drugs and infusions where 
50ml syringe is not necessary:

1030 Eskdale Rd, Winnersh Triangle, Wokingham, Berkshire, 
RG41 5TS 
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1. “A message from the Chair”, nivas.org.uk, 03/04/2020.  BD, the BD Logo and all other trademarks are property of Becton, Dickinson and Company. © 2020 BD.
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