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HBN 40: ‘Common Activity Spaces’, 1995: a series of four volumes which 
provides guidance on activity spaces frequently occurring in health buildings. 
Each volume provides detailed ergonomic data on general public areas. 

If the intended primary care premises are of a size that requires lifts, stairs, 
corridors, lobby and sign posting then reference should be made to HBN 40 
Volume 4.  Volume 2 details consulting/examination rooms. 

Volume 1, The Stationery Office, 1995, ISBN 0-11 3221 843 

Volume 2, The Stationery Office, 1995, ISBN 0-11322-185-1 

Volume 3, The Stationery Office, 1995, ISBN 0-11322-186-X 

Volume 4, The Stationery Office, 1995, ISBN 0-11322-187-8 

HBN/SHPN 40: ‘Common Activity Spaces, Volume 5, Scottish Appendix’, 
1996: this Note is aimed at designers of health buildings in Scotland.  It 
provides amendments to all four volumes of HBN 40 which, when applied, will 
ensure that the documents conform to current Scottish medical and nursing 
practices, Scottish Statutory Standards, references etc. 

Miscellaneous 

‘Better Buildings for Better Services: A review of innovative developments 
in primary care’ (1997): a research project conducted by the National Primary 
Care Research and Development centre based on 10 case studies of innovative 
primary care developments, the services they provide, procurement routes used 
and lessons learned.  Publisher: Radcliffe Medical Press, 1997, ISBN 1-85775-
287-2 

‘Designing Primary Healthcare Premises: A Resource’ 1996: prepared for 
the North West Regional Office, NHS Executive by MARU Health Buildings 
Research and Policy Centre, South Bank University, London.  This resource 
book is intended to be a tool to support those involved in developing primary 
care premises. 

‘Fair For All’: 2005: prepared by SEHD in partnership with Disability Rights 
Commission.  Available to view at www.drc-gb.org/scotland. 

‘Building Sight’ 1995: published by the Royal National Institute for the Blind; 
also available from HMSO (ISBN 1 85878 074 8-paperback). 

‘Enhancing Care Provision for Blind and Partially Sighted People in GP 
Surgeries’: published by Guide Dogs for the Blind Association (Guide Dogs) 
UK. 

British Standards Institution 

British Standard 6465-1:1994 Sanitary appliances. Code of practice for scale 
of provision, selection and installation of sanitary appliances. 

http://www.drc-gb.org/scotland
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British Standard 6465-2:1996 Sanitary appliances. Code of practice for 
space requirements for sanitary appliances. 

British Standard 8300:2001 Design of buildings and their approaches to 
meet the needs of disabled people.  Code of practice. 
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References (General) 

NOTE: Where there is a requirement to address a listed reference, care should be taken to 
ensure that all amendments following the date of issue are included.  
 

Publication 
ID 

Title Publisher Date Notes 

Acts and Regulations  

 Health and Safety at Work etc Act HMSO 1974  

 Electricity Act HMSO 1989  

 The Water (Scotland) Act HMSO 1980  

 Clean Air Act HMSO 1993  

 Registered Establishments 
(Scotland) Act 

HMSO 1998  

 The Building (Scotland) Act 2003 TSO 2003  

 Building (Scotland) Regulations 2004 TSO   

 Scottish Building Standards Agency 
Technical Handbooks 
(http://www.sbsa.gov.uk) 

SBSA Website 2005  

SI 917 Health & Safety (First Aid) 
Regulations 

HMSO 1981  

SI 2115 Control of Asbestos at Work 
Regulations (as amended) 

HMSO 1987  

SI 1057 Electricity Supply Regulations (as 
amended) 

HMSO 1988 
(1998) 

 

SI 635 Electricity at Work Regulations HMSO 1989  

SI 682 Health and Safety (Information for 
Employees) Regulations 

HMSO 1989  

SI 1790 Noise at Work Regulations HMSO 1989  

SI 1380 Health and Safety (Training for 
Employment) Regulations 

HMSO 1990  

SI 2792 Health and Safety (Display Screen 
Equipment) Regulations 

HMSO 1992  

SI 2372 Electromagnetic Compatibility 
Regulations (as amended) 

HMSO 1992  

SI 2793 Manual Handling Operations 
Regulations 

HMSO 1992  

SI 2966 Personal Protective Equipment at 
Work (PPE) Regulations 

HMSO 1992  

SI 3004 Workplace (Health, Safety and 
Welfare) Regulations 

HMSO 1992  

SI 3139 Personal Protective Equipment (EC 
Directive) Regulations (as amended) 

HMSO 1992  

 
 

http://www.sbsa.gov.uk/
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Publication ID Title Publisher Date Notes 

Acts and Regulations (continued) 

SI 3140 Construction (Design and 
Management) Regulations 

HMSO 1994  

SI 3163 Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and 
Dangerous Occurrences Regulations 
(RIDDOR) 

HMSO 1995  

SI 341 Health and Safety (Safety Signs and 
Signals) Regulations 

HMSO 1996  

SI 1460 Chemicals (Hazard Information and 
Packaging for Supply) Regulations 
(CHIP2) 

HMSO 1997  

SI 1713 Confined Space Regulations HMSO 1997  

SI 2306 Provision and Use of Work 
Equipment Regulations (PUWER) 

HMSO 1998  

SI 2307 Lifting Operations and Lifting 
Equipment Regulations (LOLER) 

HMSO 1998  

SI 2451 Gas Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations  

HMSO 1998  

SI 3242 Management of Health and Safety at 
Work Regulations 

HMSO 1999  

SI 437 Control of Substances Hazardous to 
Health Regulations (COSHH) 

HMSO 1999  

British Standards 

BS 349 Specification for identification of the 
contents of industrial gas containers 
(AMD 6132, 5189) 

BSI Standards 1973  

BS 1319 Specification for medical gas 
cylinders, valves and yoke 
connections (AMD 3029, 6179, 4603, 
6184) 

BSI Standards 1976  

BS 5499 Fire safety signs and graphic symbols BSI Standards   

BS 5266  Code of practice for emergency 
lightning 

BSI Standards 1988  

BS 6465-1 Sanitary appliances. Code of practice 
for scale of provision, selection and 
installation of sanitary appliances 

BSI Standards 1994  

BS 6465-2 Sanitary appliances. Code of practice 
for space requirements for sanitary 
appliances 

BSI Standards 1996  

BS 8313 Code of practice for accommodations 
of building services in ducts 

BSI Standards 1997  

BS 8300 Design of buildings and their 
approaches to meet the needs of 
disabled people – Code of practice 

BSI Standards 2001  
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Publication ID Title Publisher Date Notes 

Scottish Health Technical Guidance 

SHTMs are generally produced for use in the design of large healthcare buildings containing in-
patient accommodation so care should be taken when being used in connection with small and 
medium sized Practices. 

SHTM 2005 Building management systems PEF 2001 CD-ROM 

SHTM 2007 Electrical services supply and 
distribution 

PEF 2001 CD-ROM 

SHTM 2011 Emergency electrical services PEF 2001 CD-ROM 

SHTM 2014 Abatement of electrical interference PEF 2001 CD-ROM 

SHTM 2020 Electrical safety code for low voltage 
systems (Escode – LV) 

PEF 2001 CD-ROM 

SHTM 2021 Electrical safety code for high 
voltage systems (Escode – HV) 

PEF 2001 CD-ROM 

SHTM 2022 Medical gas pipeline systems PEF 2001 CD-ROM 

SHTM 2022: 
Supplement 1 

Dental compressed air and vacuum 
systems 

PEF 2004 CD-ROM 

SHTM 2023 Access and accommodation for 
engineering services 

PEF 2001 CD-ROM 

SHTM 2024 Lifts PEF 2001 CD-ROM 

SHTM 2025 Ventilation in healthcare premises PEF 2001 CD-ROM 

SHTM 2027 Hot and cold water supply, storage 
and mains services 

PEF 2001 CD-ROM 

SHTM 2040 The control of legionellae in 
healthcare premises – a code of 
practice 

PEF 2001 CD-ROM 

SHTM 2045 Acoustics PEF 2001 CD-ROM 

SHPN 3 General design guidance PEF 2002  

SHTN 1 Post commissioning documentation 
for health buildings in Scotland 

HMSO  1993  

SHTN 2 Domestic Hot and Cold Water 
Systems for Scottish Health Care 
Premises 

PEF 2001 CD-ROM 

SHTN 3 Management and Disposal of Clinical 
Waste 

PEF 2002  

SHTN 4 General Purposes Estates and 
Functions Model Safety Permit-to-
Work Systems 

PEF 2001 CD-ROM 

SHTN 6 The Safe Operation and 
Maintenance of Thermostatic Mixing 
Valves 

PEF 2001 CD-ROM 

SHGN ‘Safe’ hot water and surface 
temperatures 

PEF 2001 CD-ROM 

 NHSScotland – Procode PEF 2002 CD-ROM 
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Publication ID Title Publisher Date Notes 

 NHSScotland - Firecode PEF   

NHS Estates Guidance 

HBN 40 Common Activity Spaces HMSO 1995  

MES Model Engineering Specifications NHS Estates  1997 As 
required 

HSE Publications 

CS 5 Part 1: Entry into confined spaces 
Part 2: Cleaning and gas freeing of 
tanks containing flammable residues 

HMSO 1977  

CS 4 Keeping of LPG in cylinders and 
similar containers 

HMSO 1986  

Approved code 
of practice 

The Control of Asbestos at Work 
Regulations 

HMSO 1987  

Approved code 
of practice 

Work with Asbestos Insulation, 
Asbestos Coating and Asbestos 
Insulating Board 

HMSO 1988  

EH 40 HSE Occupational Exposure limits HSE Annual  

CIS 39  Construction (Design & 
Management) Regulations 1994: The 
role of the client 

HSE 2000  

CIS 40 Construction (Design & 
Management) Regulations 1994:The 
role of the planning supervisor 

HSE 2000  

HSG 224 Managing health and safety in 
construction: Construction (Design & 
Management) Regulations 1994: 
Approved Code of Practice and 
Guidance 

HSE, HMSO 2001  

Miscellaneous References 

CIBSE Lighting Guide LG2 Hospitals and 
Health Care Buildings 

CIBSE 1989 As 
amended 

CIBSE Lighting Guide LG3 The visual 
environment for display screen use 

CIBSE 1996  

 The safe storage of gaseous 
hydrogen in seamless cylinders and 
similar containers (CP 8) 

British 
Compressed 
Gases 
Association 

1986  
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Publication ID Title Publisher Date Notes 

Miscellaneous References (continued) 

 Environments for Quality Care; 
‘Health Buildings in the Community’ 

HMSO 1994  

 Property Transactions HMSO 1994  

 Historic Buildings in the Health 
Service 

HMSO 1995  

 Designing Primary Healthcare 
Premises: A Resource 

North West 
Regional 
Office, NHS 
Executive 

1996    

 Better Buildings for Better Services: 
A review of innovative developments 
in primary care 

Radcliffe 
Medical Press 

1997  

 
 
Publisher Key: 

Her Majesty’s Stationery Office     HMSO 

The Stationery Office      TSO 

Scottish Building Standards Agency    SBSA 

British Standards Institution     BSI 

Property and Environment Forum    PEF 

Health & Safety Executive     HSE 

Royal Institute of British Architects    RIBA 

Chartered Institution of Building Services Engineers  CIBSE 
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Appendices 

Appendix 1: Room data sheet - Typical accommodation 

Appendix 2: Room data sheets - Engineering services 

Appendix 3: Exemplar specifications 
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Appendix 1: Room data sheet - Typical accommodation 

The areas listed below are the minimum net areas from internal wall surfaces.  
They exclude all ‘service’ zones required for radiators, all pipe ducts and all 
narrow ‘passage’ entry zones between the main corridor and the ‘clinical’ or 
working area of the room and all space required for all internal partitions. 

Checklist of Typical Accommodation 
 optimum minimum by ratio notes 
Patient Interface 

Entrance Lobby    consider wheelchair and pram 
movements 

Pram Parking     secure area supervised from reception 

Patients’ Reception 7.5m2 6.0m2  add for Practice size – ensure 
wheelchair turning circle 

Waiting area   6.0/7.5m2 areas per dental treatment room plus 
3.0m2 for wheelchair waiting space 

Children’s Play 15.0m2 5.0m2  planned within waiting area, space will 
vary with Practice location/size  

Interview Room 9.0m2 7.5m2  1 @ 9.0m2 should be suitable for 
wheelchair use 

Patients’ Toilet - ambulant  2.5m2   

Patients’ Toilet – disabled 
Disabled with assistance 5.5m2 4.5m2  consider peninsular layout as SHFN 

20 – 5.5m2

Baby Changing  5.0m2 4.5m2  room accessible to men and woman 
and not within a disabled toilet 

Breast Feeding 5.0m2 4.5m2  space relates to separate room  

Administrative/Clerical/Staff 

Staff Reception   4.5m2 per staff position 

Administration Office(s)    as required by Practice, see notes in 
Section 3 paragraph 3.56 

Practice Manager’s Office 12.0m2 10.0m2  if applicable 

Office (2 person- IT server)    as required by Practice 

Medical Records Room   3.5m2 per Dentist (but determined by 
Practice needs) 

Mail/Photocopying    as required by Practice (add if within 
an Admin. Office) 

Practice Library  12.0m2  add 7.0 m2 if study facility required 

Staff multi-purpose Room 
(meeting, training, seminar 
and library) 

   
as required by Practice  

Staff Facilities 

Staff Lounge/Kitchen  12.5m2  for 1 Dentist – through to 35m2 for 10 
dental staff 

Staff Cloakroom(s)/Lockers(s)    as required by Practice  

Staff Shower  3.3m2   
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Checklist of Typical Accommodation (continued) 
 optimum minimum by ratio notes 

Staff Facilities (continued) 
Staff Toilet (disabled) 

 4.0m2
 with whb 

Staff Toilet (ambulant)  2.25m2
 with whb  – min 1male & 1female 

Dental Services 

Dental Treatment Room 16.0m2 15.0m2   

Dental Treatment Room (sedation & 
training)  17.0m2   

Recovery Room  7.5m2  as required by Practice 

Compressor Room  5.0m2   

X-ray Room  8.5m2  as required by Practice 

X-ray Developing Room  8.5m2   

Dental Hygienist/Therapist  15.0m2  if to be shared with Dentist 

Dental Laboratory  17.5m2  as required by Practice 

Ceiling Heights 2.7m 2.4m  larger rooms/spaces will require a 
minimum of 2.7m 

Storage and Ancillary Support 

Cleaner’s Room(s) 10.0m2 7.0m2  per floor level 

Equipment Storage    as required by Practice 

Stationery and Leaflets    as required by Practice 

General/Multi Purpose Store(s)    as required by Practice 

Bottled Gas Store     

Disposal Hold Store  5.0m2  determined by Practice size and 
collection frequency. 

General Refuse (Local Authority)    generally wheelie bins located 
externally in screened off area 

Plant/Services/IT 

Mechanical Services Plant    as determined by Engineer 

Electrical Switchroom    as determined by Engineer 

Node Cabinet/Telephone Switch 
Room    as determined by Engineer 

Circulation In small premises it might be possible to achieve 28% but generally 33% will 
be required excluding any space required for lifts and stairs 

Corridors 33% 28%  determined by layout and 
applicable regulations 

Stairs    determined by layout and 
applicable regulations 

Lifts    determined by layout and 
applicable regulations 

Note 1     At the briefing stage it is essential to the design team that Dentists take responsibility for defining the 
services and accommodation requirements necessary within their facility.  The checklist should serve as a 
broad briefing tool at the outset. 
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Appendix 2: Room data sheet - Engineering services  

General notes relating to the Engineering services tables can be found at the end of this 
Appendix. 

ROOM TYPE SHTM 2025: Ventilation and ADB Room Data 
 Ambient Room 

Temperature oC 
Type of Ventilation Ventilation 

Rate 
Nominal room 

pressure with respect 
to surroundings 

Entrance Lobby     
Pram Parking 16 Natural   
Reception 21 Natural/Supply 5 ac/hr 0/+ve 
General Waiting/ 
Children’s Play Area 

21 Natural/Supply 5 ac/hr 0/ + ve 

Interview Room 21 Natural   
Toilets 20 Natural/Extract 10 ac/hr - ve 
Disabled Toilet 20 Extract 10 ac/hr - ve 
Baby Changing Room  20 Extract 10ac/hr - ve 
Breast Feeding Area 21 Natural/Supply 5ac/he 0/+ve 
Administration Area 20 Natural   
Practice Manager’s Office 20 Natural   
Office (2 person-IT Server) 20 Natural   
Medical Records Room 16 None   
Mail and Photocopier 
Room 

20 Extract 10 ac/hr - ve 

Staff multi-purpose Room 
(meeting, training, seminar 
and library) 

21 Natural/Supply 5 ac/hr 0/+ve 

Staff Lounge/Kitchen 19 Extract 6 ac/hr - ve 
Staff Cloakroom/Lockers 21 Extract 10 ac/hr - ve 
Staff Shower 21 Extract 10 ac/hr - ve 
Staff Disabled Toilet 20 Extract 10 ac/hr - ve 
Dental Treatment Room 22 Supply/Extract 10 ac/hr 0 
Recovery Room 22 Supply/Extract 10 ac/hr 0 
Compressor Room 15min/35max Natural/Extract To suit 

equipment 
0/-ve 

X-ray Room 22 Extract 10 ac/hr 0 
X-ray Developing Room 16 Extract 10 ac/hr - ve 
Dental Laboratory 20 Supply/Extract 10 ac/hr - ve 
Cleaner’s Room 16 Extract 10 ac/hr - ve 
General Store 16 None   
Bottled Gas Store     
Disposal Hold (Clinical 
Waste Store) 

Unheated Extract 10 ac/hr - ve 

Plant Room Frost 
protection 

Natural   

Electrical Switchroom Unheated None   
Node Cabinet/Telephone 
Switch Room 

18  Extract  

 

- ve 
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Appendix 2: Room data sheet - Engineering services 
(continued) 

ROOM TYPE CIBSE Lighting Guide LG2  SHTM2045 
Acoustics 

 

 Service 
Lighting 

Level – Lux 

Service Lighting 
Position of 

Measurement 

Emergency 
Lighting 
Standby 
Grade 

Colour 
Rendering 
Required 

Privacy 
Factor 

CCTV 

Entrance Lobby       
Pram Parking 200 Floor - - 70 - 
Reception 300/500 Floor/Desk B - 75 X 
General Waiting/Children’s 
Play Area 

200 Floor B - 70 X 

Interview Room 300 Desk B X 80 - 
Toilets 150 Floor - - 70 - 
Disabled Toilet 150 Floor - - 70 - 
Baby Changing Room  150 Floor - - 70 - 
Breast Feeding Area 200 Floor B - 70 - 
Administration Area 300 Desk B - 80 - 
Practice Manager’s Office 300 Desk B - 80 - 
Office (2 person-IT Server) 300 Desk B - 75 - 
Medical Records Room 150 Floor - - 70 - 
Mail and Photocopier Room 300 Desk B - 75 - 
Staff multi-purpose Room 
(meeting, training, seminar 
and library) 

300 Desk B X 75 - 

Staff Lounge/Kitchen 300 WP - - 75 - 
Staff Cloakroom/Lockers 200 WP - - 70 - 
Staff Shower 150 Floor - - 70 - 
Staff Disabled Toilet 150 Floor - - 70 - 
Dental Treatment Room 300/1000 WP/Chair B X 80 - 
Recovery Room 150 Couch/Chair B - 80 - 
Compressor Room 300 Floor A - 70 - 
X-ray Room 300 Desk/Worktop B - 70 - 
X-ray Developing Room 300 Desk B - 70 - 
Dental Laboratory 300 Worktop B X 80 - 
Cleaner’s Room  100 Floor - - 70 - 
General Store 100 Floor - - 70 - 
Bottled Gas Store       
Disposal Hold (Clinical 
Waste Store) 

100 Floor - - 70 - 

Mechanical Services Plant 150 Equip A - 70 - 
Electrical Switchroom 150 Equip A - 70 - 
Node Cabinet/Telephone 
Switch Room 

150 Floor A - 70 - 

 



      SHPN 36 Volume 2: NHS Dental Premises in Scotland 

Version 1.0: July 2006                  Page 75 of 99 
© Health Facilities Scotland, a Division of NHS National Services Scotland 

Appendix 2: Room data sheet - Engineering services (continued) 

ROOM TYPE SHGN: ‘Safe’ Hot Water & Surface Temps SHPN 48: Telecomms  
SHGN: Structure Cabling for IT Systems 

SHTM: 2015 Bedhead Services 

 Low Level Heating 
Surfaces 

<43oC 

TMV Requirement 
<410C 

Telephone/ 
Communication 

Provision 

Data Communication 
Provision 

Intruder 
Alarm 

Attack 
Alarm 

Patient – 
Staff Call 
System 

Comments 

Entrance Lobby         
Pram Parking - - - - - - -  
Reception X - X X X X -  
General Waiting/Children’s Play Area X - X - - X -  
Interview Room X - X X X X -  
Toilets X X - - - - X See SHTN 6 
Disabled Toilet   X X - - - - X See SHTN 6 
Baby Changing Room X X - - - - X  
Breast Feeding Area (if provided) X X  - - -  X  
Administration Area X - X X X - -  
Practice Manager’s Office X - X X X X -  
Office (2 person-IT Server) X - X X X - -  
Medical Records Room X - - - X - -  
Mail and Photocopier Room X - X X X - -  
Staff multi-purpose Room (meeting, 
training, seminar and library) 

X X X X - - - See SHTN 6 

Staff Lounge/Kitchen X - - - - - -  
Staff Cloakroom/lockers X X - - - - - See SHTN 6 
Staff Shower X X - - - - - See SHTN 6 
Staff Disabled Toilet X X - - - - X See SHTN 6 
Dental Treatment Room X X Double Double X X - See SHTN 6 
Recovery Room X X - - X X - See SHTN 6 
Compressor Room - - - - - - -  
X-ray Room/X-ray Developing Room X X X X - - -  
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Appendix 2: Room data sheet: Engineering services (continued) 

ROOM TYPE (continued) SHGN: ‘Safe’ Hot Water & Surface Temps SHPN 48: Telecomms  
SHGN: Structure Cabling for IT Systems 

SHTM: 2015 Bedhead Services 

 Low Level Heating 
Surfaces 

<43oC 

TMV Requirement 
<410C 

Telephone/ 
Communication 

Provision 

Data Communication 
Provision 

Intruder 
Alarm 

Attack 
Alarm 

Patient – 
Staff Call 
System 

Comments 

Dental Laboratory X X Double Double X X -  
Cleaner’s Room  X X - - - - -  
General Store X - - - X - -  
Bottled Gas Store - - - -  - -  
Disposal Hold (Clinical Waste Store) - - - - - - - See SHTN 3 
Electrical Switchroom - - X - - - -  
Node Cabinet/Telephone Switch Room - - X X X - -  
Note 1 If LST radiators, rather than underfloor heating coils or overhead radiant panels are to be utilised, then these should be used throughout the premises. 

Note 2 The requirements for Clinical Waste Stores are given in SHTN 3. 

Note 3 If a Ventilated Air Supply can be provided naturally, then this is the preferred option, but the guidance in SHTM 2025 shall apply to all treatment and clinical areas. 

Note 4 ‘X’ indicates that provision of this service is required in the room. 

Note 5 ‘A’ or ‘B’ refers to the Emergency lighting grade as defined in LG2 (see Section 4.46 for definitions). 

Note 6 Privacy factors are defined in Section 4.64 of LG2. 

Note 7 Where there are two lighting levels quoted, the first figure is the general ‘space’ lighting level and the second figure is the level to be achieved by use of an examination lamp. 

Note 8 SHTN 6 advises that where TMVs are not fitted, a warning notice saying ‘Very Hot Water’ is required. 
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Appendix 3: Exemplar specifications 

The following examples are relevant at the date of publication.  

In time, changes in materials, regulations and practice may cause alternative 
specifications to become more appropriate. 

The following exemplar specifications give alternative ceiling constructions.  
While smooth finished plasterboard is generally considered more aesthetically 
acceptable for smaller rooms, careful thought must be given to the maintenance 
or replacement access required to any concealed services.  Where possible, 
concealed services routes should be placed above ‘public areas’, stores and 
other non-patient accessed rooms where suspended tiled ceilings may be 
considered acceptable. In single storey buildings, pitched roofs would provide a 
suitable void/loft space for services and access to them, which would avoid the 
need for any access through the ceilings. Only with buildings of more than one 
floor will the problem of access to services arise. 

All finishes and fittings should be chosen with ease of cleaning, particularly 
decontamination, in mind. They must be able to withstand harsh treatment and 
must be agreed with the Client and their infection control advisor. This is 
particularly applicable to patient access areas and any decontamination 
facilities.  

Door ironmongery should be chosen from a range approved as being suitable 
for use by people with disabilities and also allow infirm/elderly users to easily 
open doors.  Ironmongery should contrast with the door finish in order to 
highlight its position.  Automatic closing mechanisms must be safe for use by 
children and infirm users of the building. 

Colour schemes should follow the guidance in NHSScotland’s Wayfinding: 2001 
document with respect to people with sight impairments and provide all the 
required and recommended colour contrasts.  All colour schemes should be 
approved by the client.  

NHS Estates has produced a suite of ‘Building component’ HTMs (54 to 71) 
which give guidance on a variety of building components including internal 
doorsets, ironmongery, ceilings, windows etc. It should also be noted that these 
documents are currently being updated so some may not provide up-to-date 
guidance.  Generally these documents ‘may be used with caution’ in Scotland 
as they do still provide a lot of current best practice advice.  NHSScotland 
Clients and Health Facilities Scotland (formerly the Property and Environment 
Forum) can advise.  

Thought should be given to the specification of internal partitions, apart from 
compliance with fire provision requirements. The designer should consider the 
possibility of future requirements for wall mounted fittings and fitments and how 
the partitions will cope with these, or changes to the room use or layout. 
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Consideration should therefore be given to the best option between timber or 
metal studs and the possible use of a layer of plywood behind plasterboard.  

Brick and blockwork are unlikely materials for internal partitions due to their lack 
of flexibility with possible future changes to internal layouts, although 
plantrooms, stair enclosures and loadbearing walls may require to be 
constructed with blockwork. 

Careful consideration should be given to the location of doors and their design 
as they are always the weak link in sound insulation requirements.  This 
particularly applies to areas where patients may be discussing personal details.  
If use of acoustic brush seals is being considered, thought should be given to 
any effect on ‘ease of opening’ by elderly or disabled etc. 
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Entrance lobby (paras 3.15 – 3.18) 

Element Construction Comments 

Partition Walls Partitions may be constructed from 
brick/blockwork but will more 
generally be constructed from either 
timber or metal stud systems, 
reinforced as necessary to provide 
fixings for wall mounted fittings and 
fixtures.  They should be lined with 
gypsum plasterboard and finished 
with a board finish plaster. 

The partition system should provide a 
sound performance which attains a 
minimum weighted sound reduction index 
(R´w), to that detailed in SHTM 2045: 
‘Acoustics, Part 2, Design 
Considerations’, when tested on 
completion of the work. Independent 
sound tests undertaken by an acoustics 
consultant may be required to prove 
compliance. 

Wall finishes Wall surfaces within the room should 
be finished with an emulsion paint 
finish. 

Apply a minimum of two coats to all wall 
surfaces. 

Doors Main entrance doors can be made of 
a variety of materials; timber, 
aluminium, upvc etc. If timber, they 
should be solid, or solid core 
construction with a suitable facing and 
hardwood lipped on all four edges. 
Doors may be automatic, fully glazed 
or fitted with viewing panels complying 
with current regulations and DDA 
recommendations. 

Doors will require to be self closing and 
may also require to be fire rated. If so, 
then the complete fire door assembly, 
including frame, intumescent seals, 
hinges, glazing and ironmongery must 
perform to British Standard for Fire 
Doors. 

Ironmongery Push plates, pull handle, door closer. Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
59: ‘Ironmongery’ 2005. 

Ceiling Ceiling may be constructed from 
either plasterboard finished with a 
board finish plaster OR proprietary 
suspended ceiling system. 

Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
60: ‘Ceilings’ 2005. 

The ceiling system should provide a 
sound performance which attains a 
minimum weighted sound reduction index 
(R´w) when tested on completion by an 
acoustic consultant. 

Independent sound tests undertaken by 
an acoustics consultant may be required 
to prove compliance. 

Ceiling finish Plastered ceiling finishes should be 
finished with an emulsion paint finish. 

Apply two coats to ceiling surface. 

If the suspended ceiling system is 
selected, it has a factory finish. 

Floor finish Entrance flooring system. 

 

The Contractor should liaise with the 
Client to decide which product is most 
appropriate. 

Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
61: ‘Flooring’ 2006. 

Pram parking 

 

A suitable and sufficient risk 
assessment must be carried out when 
considering and specifying the type of 
floor covering for the premises. 
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Patient reception (paras 3.19 – 3.25) 

Element Construction Comments 

Partition Walls Partitions will generally be 
constructed from either timber or 
metal stud system, reinforced as 
necessary to provide fixings for wall 
mounted fittings and fixtures. They 
should be lined with gypsum 
plasterboard and finished with a board 
finish plaster. 

The partition system should provide a 
sound performance which attains a 
minimum weighted sound reduction index 
(R´w), to that detailed in SHTM 2045: 
‘Acoustics, Part 2, Design 
Considerations’, when tested on 
completion by an acoustic consultant. 
Independent sound tests undertaken by 
an acoustics consultant may be required 
to prove compliance. 

Wall finishes Wall surfaces within the room should 
be finished with an emulsion paint 
finish. 

Apply a minimum of two coats to all wall 
surfaces.   

Doors Any doors within this area should be 
solid core, flush finished with a 
suitable facing and hardwood lipped 
on all four edges. Doors to be fitted 
with acoustic brushes.  

 

Doors may require to be fire resisting 
FD30. The complete fire door assembly, 
including frame, intumescent seals, 
hinges, glazing and ironmongery must 
perform to British Standard for Fire 
Doors.  Some advice can be obtained 
from HTM 58: ‘Internal Doorsets’ 2005. 

Ironmongery Lever handles and mortice lock. Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
59: ‘Ironmongery’ 2005. 

Ceiling Ceiling may be constructed from 
either plasterboard finished with a 
board finish plaster OR proprietary 
suspended ceiling system. 

Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
60: ‘Ceilings’ 2005. 

The ceiling system should provide a 
sound performance which attains a 
minimum weighted sound reduction index 
(R´w), to that detailed in SHTM 2045: 
‘Acoustics, Part 2, Design 
Considerations’, when tested on 
completion by an acoustic consultant. 
Independent sound tests undertaken by 
an acoustics consultant may be required 
to prove compliance. 

Ceiling finish Plastered ceiling finishes should be 
finished with an emulsion paint finish. 

Apply two coats to ceiling surface. 

If the suspended ceiling system is 
selected, it has a factory finish. 

Floor finish on the 
public side of 
reception. 

Textile floor covering should be 
barrier carpet. A suitable and 
sufficient risk assessment must be 
carried out when considering and 
specifying the type of floor covering 
for the premises. 

The Contractor should liaise with the 
Client to decide which product is most 
appropriate. 

Flooring should comply with Health 
Technical Memorandum 61 ‘Flooring’ 
2006. 

Floor finish on the 
staff side of 
reception. 

Textile floor covering. Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
61: ‘Flooring’ 2006. 
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Waiting areas (paras 3.26 – 3.33) 

Element Construction Comments 

Partition Walls Partitions will generally be 
constructed from either timber or 
metal stud system, reinforced as 
necessary to provide fixings for wall 
mounted fittings and fixtures. They 
should be lined with gypsum 
plasterboard and finished with a board 
finish plaster. 

The partition system should provide a 
sound performance which attains a 
minimum weighted sound reduction index 
(R´w), to that detailed in SHTM 2045: 
‘Acoustics, Part 2, Design 
Considerations’, when tested on 
completion by an acoustic consultant.  
Independent sound tests undertaken by 
an acoustics consultant may be required 
to prove compliance. 

Wall finishes Wall surfaces within the room should 
be finished with an emulsion paint 
finish. 

Apply a minimum of two coats to all wall 
surfaces.   

Ceiling Ceiling may be constructed from 
either plasterboard finished with a 
board finish plaster OR proprietary 
suspended ceiling system. 

Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
60: ‘Ceilings’ 2005. 

The ceiling system should provide a 
sound performance which attains a 
minimum weighted sound reduction index 
(R´w), to that detailed in SHTM 2045: 
‘Acoustics, Part 2, Design 
Considerations’, when tested on 
completion by an acoustic consultant. 
Independent sound tests undertaken by 
an acoustics consultant may be required 
to prove compliance. 

Ceiling finish Plastered ceiling finishes should be 
finished with an emulsion paint finish. 

Apply two coats to ceiling surface. 

If the suspended ceiling system is 
selected, it has a factory finish. 

Floor finish Textile floor covering should be 
barrier carpet. 

The Contractor should liaise with the 
Client to decide which product is most 
appropriate. 

Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
61: ‘Flooring’ 2006. 
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Interview room (paras 3.34 – 3.38) 

Element Construction Comments 

Partition Walls Partitions will generally be 
constructed from either timber or 
metal stud system, reinforced as 
necessary to provide fixings for wall 
mounted fittings and fixtures. They 
should be lined with gypsum 
plasterboard and finished with a board 
finish plaster. 

The partition system should provide a 
sound performance which attains a 
minimum weighted sound reduction index 
(R´w), to that detailed in SHTM 2045: 
‘Acoustics, Part 2, Design 
Considerations’, when tested on 
completion by an acoustic consultant. 
Independent sound tests undertaken by 
an acoustics consultant may be required 
to prove compliance. 

Wall finishes Wall surfaces within the room should 
be finished with an emulsion paint 
finish. 

Apply a minimum of two coats to all wall 
surfaces.   

Doors The door should be solid core, flush 
finished with a suitable facing and 
hardwood lipped on all four edges. 
Doors to be fitted with acoustic 
brushes. 

Doors may require to be fire resisting 
FD30. The complete fire door assembly, 
including frame, intumescent seals, 
hinges, glazing and ironmongery must 
perform to British Standard for Fire 
Doors.  Some advice can be obtained 
from HTM 58: ‘Internal Doorsets’2005. 

Ironmongery Lever handles and mortice lock. Some advice can e obtained from HTM 
59: ‘Ironmongery’ 2005. 

Ceiling Ceiling may be constructed from 
either plasterboard finished with a 
board finish plaster OR proprietary 
suspended ceiling system. 

Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
60: ‘Ceilings’ 2005. 

The ceiling system should provide a 
sound performance which attains a 
minimum weighted sound reduction index 
(R´w), to that detailed in SHTM 2045: 
‘Acoustics, Part 2, Design 
Considerations’, when tested on 
completion by an acoustic consultant. 
Independent sound tests undertaken by 
an acoustics consultant may be required 
to prove compliance. 

Ceiling finish Plastered ceiling finishes should be 
finished with an emulsion paint finish. 

Apply two coats to ceiling surface. 

If the suspended ceiling system is 
selected, it has a factory finish. 

Floor finish Textile floor covering. Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
61: ‘Flooring’ 2006. 
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Patient toilets (paras 3.39 – 3.42) 

Element Construction Comments 

Partition Walls Partitions will generally be 
constructed from either timber or 
metal stud system, reinforced as 
necessary to provide fixings for wall 
mounted fittings and fixtures. They 
should be lined with gypsum 
plasterboard and finished with a board 
finish plaster. 

For large multi-practice premises, 
toilets may be of a size that will allow 
the use of cubicle partition systems. 

The partition system should provide a 
sound performance which attains a 
minimum weighted sound reduction index 
(R´w), to that detailed in SHTM 2045: 
‘Acoustics, Part 2, Design 
Considerations’, when tested on 
completion by an acoustic consultant. 
Independent sound tests undertaken by 
an acoustics consultant may be required 
to prove compliance. 

Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
56: ’Partitions’ 2005. 

Wall finishes Wall surfaces within the room should 
be finished with an emulsion paint 
finish. 

Ceramic wall tile splash backs. 

Apply a minimum of two coats to all wall 
surfaces.   

Doors Doors should be solid core, flush 
finished with a suitable facing and 
hardwood lipped on all four edges. 
Doors to be fitted with acoustic 
brushes. 

Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
58: ‘Internal Doorsets’ 2005. 

Ironmongery Push plates, pull handle, door closer, 
toilet locks and grabrails.  In an 
emergency, doors must be able to be 
opened by staff from outside. 

Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
59: ‘Ironmongery’ 2005. 

Ceiling Ceiling may be constructed from 
either plasterboard finished with a 
board finish plaster OR proprietary 
suspended ceiling system. 

Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
60: ‘Ceilings’ 2005. 

The ceiling system should provide a 
sound performance which attains a 
minimum weighted sound reduction index 
(R´w), to that detailed in SHTM 2045: 
‘Acoustics, Part 2, Design 
Considerations’, when tested on 
completion by an acoustic consultant. 
Independent sound tests undertaken by 
an acoustics consultant may be required 
to prove compliance. 

Ceiling finish Plastered ceiling finishes should be 
finished with an emulsion paint finish. 

Apply two coats to ceiling surface. 

If the suspended ceiling system is 
selected, it has a factory finish. 

Floor finish A suitable and sufficient risk 
assessment must be carried out when 
considering and specifying the type of 
floor covering for the premises. 

Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
61: ‘Flooring’ 2006. 

 



      SHPN 36 Volume 2: NHS Dental Premises in Scotland 

Version 1.0:  July 2006            Page 84 of 99 
© Health Facilities Scotland, a Division of NHS National Services Scotland 

 

Administration and data Areas (paras 3.51 – 3.56) 

Element Construction Comments 

Partition Walls Partitions will generally be constructed 
from either timber or metal stud system, 
reinforced as necessary to provide 
fixings for wall mounted fittings and 
fixtures. They should be lined with 
gypsum plasterboard and finished with 
a board finish plaster. 

Some advice can be obtained from 
HTM 56: ‘Partitions’ 2005. 

Wall finishes Wall surfaces within the room should be 
finished with an emulsion paint finish. 

Apply a minimum of two coats to all wall 
surfaces. 

Doors Doors should be solid core, flush 
finished with a suitable facing and 
hardwood lipped on all four edges. 
Doors to be fitted with acoustic brushes. 

Doors may require to be fire resisting 
FD30. The complete fire door 
assembly, including frame, intumescent 
seals, hinges, glazing and ironmongery 
must perform to British Standard for 
Fire Doors.  

Some advice can be obtained from 
HTM 58: ‘Internal Doorsets’ 2005.  

Ironmongery Lever handles and mortice lock.  Push 
button mechanical lock on the outside. 

Some advice can be obtained from 
HTM 59: ‘Ironmongery’ 2005.  

Security Roller 
Grille 

The curtain should be 12mm diameter 
extruded aluminium tube with nylon 
links spaced to form a brickbond 
pattern. 

High visibility security roller grille. 

Ceiling Ceiling may be constructed from either 
plasterboard finished with a board finish 
plaster OR proprietary suspended 
ceiling system. 

Some advice can be obtained from 
HTM 60: ‘Ceilings’ 2005. 

Ceiling finish Plastered ceiling finishes should be 
finished with an emulsion paint finish. 

Apply two coats to ceiling surface. 

If the suspended ceiling system is 
selected, it has a factory finish. 

Floor finish Textile floor covering. Some advice can be obtained from 
HTM 61: ‘Flooring’ 2006. 
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Practice Manager’s office (paras 3.57 – 3.63) 

Element Construction Comments 

Partition Walls Partitions will generally be constructed 
from either timber or metal stud system, 
reinforced as necessary to provide 
fixings for wall mounted fittings and 
fixtures. They should be lined with 
gypsum plasterboard and finished with 
a board finish plaster. 

The partition system should provide a 
sound performance which attains a 
minimum weighted sound reduction 
index (R´w), to that detailed in SHTM 
2045: ‘Acoustics, Part 2, Design 
Considerations’, when tested on 
completion by an acoustic consultant. 
Independent sound tests undertaken by 
an acoustics consultant may be required 
to prove compliance. 

Wall finishes Wall surfaces within the room should be 
finished with an emulsion paint finish. 

Apply a minimum of two coats to all wall 
surfaces. 

Doors Doors should be solid core, flush 
finished with a suitable facing and 
hardwood lipped on all four edges. 
Doors to be fitted with acoustic brushes. 

Doors may require to be fire resisting 
FD30. The complete fire door assembly, 
including frame, intumescent seals, 
hinges, glazing and ironmongery must 
perform to British Standard for Fire 
Doors.  Some advice can be obtained 
from HTM 58: ‘Internal Doorsets’ 2005.  

Ironmongery Lever handles and mortice lock. Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
59: ‘Ironmongery’ 2005. 

Due to usage a push button security lock 
may be preferred for the door. 

Ceiling Ceiling may be constructed from either 
plasterboard finished with a board finish 
plaster OR proprietary suspended 
ceiling system. 

Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
59: ‘Ceilings’ 2005. 

The ceiling system should provide a 
sound performance which attains a 
minimum weighted sound reduction 
index (R´w), to that detailed in SHTM 
2045: ‘Acoustics, Part 2, Design 
Considerations’, when tested on 
completion by an acoustic consultant. 
Independent sound tests undertaken by 
an acoustics consultant may be required 
to prove compliance. 

Ceiling finish Plastered ceiling finishes should be 
finished with an emulsion paint finish. 

Apply two coats to ceiling surface. 

If the suspended ceiling system is 
selected, it has a factory finish. 

Floor finish Textile floor covering. Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
61: ‘Flooring’ 2006. 
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Medical records room (paras 3.64 – 3.70) 

Element Construction Comments 

Partition Walls  Partitions will generally be constructed 
from either timber or metal stud system, 
reinforced as necessary to provide 
fixings for wall mounted fittings and 
fixtures. They should be lined with 
gypsum plasterboard and finished with 
a board finish plaster. 

Some advice can be obtained from 
HTM 56: ‘Partitions’ 2005. 

Wall finishes Wall surfaces within the room should be 
finished with an emulsion paint finish. 

Apply a minimum of two coats to all wall 
surfaces. 

Doors Doors should be solid core, flush 
finished with a suitable facing and 
hardwood lipped on all four edges. 
Doors to be fitted with acoustic brushes. 

Doors may require to be fire resisting 
FD30. The complete fire door 
assembly, including frame, intumescent 
seals, hinges, glazing and ironmongery 
must perform to British Standard for 
Fire Doors.  Some advice can be 
obtained from HTM 58: ‘Internal 
Doorsets’ 2005. 

Ironmongery Lever handles and mortice lock.  Some advice can be obtained from 
HTM 59: ‘Ironmongery’ 2005. 

Security Roller 
Grille 

The curtain should be 12mm diameter 
extruded aluminium tube with nylon 
links spaced to form a brickbond 
pattern. 

High visibility security roller grille. 

Ceiling Ceiling may be constructed from either 
plasterboard finished with a board finish 
plaster OR proprietary suspended 
ceiling system. 

Some advice can be obtained from 
HTM 60: ‘Ceilings’ 2005. 

 

Ceiling finish Plastered ceiling finishes should be 
finished with an emulsion paint finish. 

Apply two coats to ceiling surface. 

If the suspended ceiling system is 
selected, it has a factory finish. 

Floor finish Textile floor covering. Some advice can be obtained from 
HTM 61: ‘ Flooring’ 2006. 
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Staff Multi-purpose Room (meeting, training, seminar and library) (paras 3.71 – 3.75) 

Element Construction Comments 

Partition Walls Partitions will generally be constructed 
from either timber or metal stud system, 
reinforced as necessary to provide 
fixings for wall mounted fittings and 
fixtures. They should be lined with 
gypsum plasterboard and finished with 
a board finish plaster. 

The partition system should provide a 
sound performance which attains a 
minimum weighted sound reduction 
index (R´w), to that detailed in SHTM 
2045: ‘Acoustics, Part 2, Design 
Considerations’, when tested on 
completion by an acoustic consultant. 
Independent sound tests undertaken by 
an acoustics consultant may be 
required to prove compliance. 

Some advice can be obtained from 
HTM 56: ‘Partitions’ 2005. 

Wall finishes Wall surfaces within the room should be 
finished with an emulsion paint finish. 

Apply a minimum of two coats to all wall 
surfaces. 

Doors Doors should be solid core, flush 
finished with a suitable facing and 
hardwood lipped on all four edges. 
Doors to be fitted with acoustic brushes. 

Doors may require to be fire resisting 
FD30. The complete fire door 
assembly, including frame, intumescent 
seals, hinges, glazing and ironmongery 
must perform to British Standard for 
Fire Doors.   

Some advice can be obtained from 
HTM 58: ‘Internal Doorsets’ 2005. 

Ironmongery Lever handles and mortice lock. Some advice can be obtained from 
HTM 59: ‘Ironmongery 2005. 

Ceiling Ceiling may be constructed from either 
plasterboard finished with a board finish 
plaster OR proprietary suspended 
ceiling system. 

Some advice can be obtained from 
HTM 60: ‘Ceilings’ 2005. 

Ceiling finish Plastered ceiling finishes should be 
finished with an emulsion paint finish. 

Apply two coats to ceiling surface. 

If the suspended ceiling system is 
selected, it has a factory finish. 

Floor finish Textile floor covering. Some advice can be obtained from 
HTM 61: ‘Flooring’ 2006. 
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Staff lounge and kitchen (paras 3.76 – 3.81) 

Element Construction Comments 

Partition Walls Partitions will generally be constructed 
from either timber or metal stud system, 
reinforced as necessary to provide 
fixings for wall mounted fittings and 
fixtures. They should be lined with 
gypsum plasterboard and finished with 
a board finish plaster. 

The partition system should provide a 
sound performance which attains a 
minimum weighted sound reduction 
index (R´w), to that detailed in SHTM 
2045: ‘Acoustics, Part 2, Design 
Considerations’, when tested on 
completion by an acoustic consultant. 
Independent sound tests undertaken by 
an acoustics consultant will be required 
to prove compliance. 

Some advice can be obtained from 
HTM 56: ‘Partitions’ 2005. 

Wall finishes Wall surfaces within the room should be 
finished with an emulsion paint finish. 

Apply a minimum of two coats to all wall 
surfaces. 

Doors Doors should be solid core, flush 
finished with a suitable facing and 
hardwood lipped on all four edges. 
Doors to be fitted with acoustic brushes. 

Doors may require to be fire resisting 
FD30. The complete fire door 
assembly, including frame, intumescent 
seals, hinges, glazing and ironmongery 
must perform to British Standard for 
Fire Doors.   

Some advice can be obtained from 
HTM 58: ‘Internal Doorsets’ 2005. 

Ironmongery Lever handles and mortice lock. Some advice can be obtained from 
HTM 59: ‘Ironmongery’ 2005. 

Due to usage a push button security 
lock may be preferred for the door. 

Ceiling Ceiling may be constructed from either 
plasterboard finished with a board finish 
plaster OR proprietary suspended 
ceiling system. 

Some advice can be obtained from 
HTM 60: ‘Ceilings’ 2005. 

The ceiling system should provide a 
sound performance which attains a 
minimum weighted sound reduction 
index (R´w), to that detailed in SHTM 
2045: ‘Acoustics, Part 2, Design 
Considerations’, when tested on 
completion by an acoustic consultant. 
Independent sound tests undertaken by 
an acoustics consultant will be required 
to prove compliance. 

Ceiling finish Plastered ceiling finishes should be 
finished with an emulsion paint finish. 

Apply two coats to ceiling surface. 

If the suspended ceiling system is 
selected, it has a factory finished anti-
bacterial coating. 

Floor finish A suitable and sufficient risk 
assessment must be carried out when 
considering and specifying the type of 
floor covering for the premises. 

Some advice can be obtained from 
HTM 61: ‘Flooring’ 2006. 
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Staff toilets (paras 3.82 – 3.84)  

Element Construction Comments 

Partition Walls Partitions will generally be constructed 
from either timber or metal stud system, 
reinforced as necessary to provide 
fixings for wall mounted fittings and 
fixtures. They should be lined with 
gypsum plasterboard and finished with 
a board finish plaster. 

The partition system should provide a 
sound performance which attains a 
minimum weighted sound reduction 
index (R´w), to that detailed in SHTM 
2045: ‘Acoustics, Part 2, Design 
Considerations’, when tested on 
completion by an acoustic consultant. 
Independent sound tests undertaken by 
an acoustics consultant may be 
required to prove compliance. 

Some advice can be obtained from 
HTM 56: ‘Partitions’ 2005. 

Wall finishes Wall surfaces within the room should be 
finished with an emulsion paint finish. 

Ceramic wall tile splash backs. 

Apply a minimum of two coats to all wall 
surfaces. 

Doors Doors should be solid core, flush 
finished with a suitable facing and 
hardwood lipped on all four edges. 
Doors to be fitted with acoustic brushes. 

Some advice can be obtained from 
HTM 58: ‘Internal Doorsets’ 2005. 

Ironmongery Push plates, pull handle, door closer, 
toilet locks and grabrails.  In an 
emergency, doors must be able to be 
opened by staff from outside.  

Some advice can be obtained from 
HTM 59: ‘Ironmongery’ 2005. 

Ceiling Ceiling may be constructed from eithers 
plasterboard finished with a board finish 
plaster OR proprietary suspended 
ceiling system. 

Some advice can be obtained from 
HTM 60: ‘Ceilings’ 2005. 

Ceiling finish Plastered ceiling finishes should be 
finished with an emulsion paint finish. 

Apply two coats to ceiling surface. 

If the suspended ceiling system is 
selected, it has a factory finish. 

Floor finish A suitable and sufficient risk 
assessment must be carried out when 
considering and specifying the type of 
floor covering for the premises. 

Some advice can be obtained from 
HTM 61: ‘Flooring’ 2006. 
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Dental treatment rooms (paras 3.85 – 3.92) 

Element Construction Comments 

Partition Walls Partitions will generally be 
constructed from either timber or 
metal stud system, reinforced as 
necessary to provide fixings for wall 
mounted fittings and fixtures. They 
should be lined with gypsum 
plasterboard and finished with a board 
finish plaster. 

The partition system should provide a 
sound performance which attains a 
minimum weighted sound reduction index 
(R´w), to that detailed in SHTM 2045: 
‘Acoustics, Part 2, Design 
Considerations’, when tested on 
completion by an acoustic consultant. 
Independent sound tests undertaken by 
an acoustics consultant may be required 
to prove compliance. 

Wall finishes Wall surfaces within the room should 
be finished with a special surface 
coating for hygiene control, offering 
long term protection against the 
growth of mould, bacteria and other 
organisms. 

Apply two coats to all wall surfaces. 

Doors Doors should be solid core, flush 
finished with a suitable facing and 
hardwood, lipped on all four edges. 
Doors to be fitted with acoustic 
brushes. 

Doors may require to be fire resisting 
FD30. The complete fire door assembly, 
including frame, intumescent seals, 
hinges, glazing and ironmongery must 
perform to British Standard for Fire 
Doors. Some advice can be obtained 
from HTM 58: ‘Internal Doorsets’ 2005. 

Ironmongery Lever handles and mortice lock.  Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
59: ‘Ironmongery’ 2005. 

Ceiling Ceiling may be constructed from 
either plasterboard finished with a 
board finish plaster OR proprietary 
suspended ceiling system. 

Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
60: ‘Ceilings’ 2005. 

The ceiling system should provide a 
sound performance which attains a 
minimum weighted sound reduction index 
(R´w), to that detailed in SHTM 2045: 
‘Acoustics, Part 2, Design 
Considerations’, when tested on 
completion by an acoustic consultant. 
Independent sound tests undertaken by 
an acoustics consultant may be required 
to prove compliance. 

Ceiling finish Plastered ceiling finishes should be 
finished with a special surface coating 
as walls above. 

Apply two coats to ceiling surface. 

If the suspended ceiling system is 
selected, it has a factory finished anti-
bacterial coating. 

Floor finish A suitable and sufficient risk 
assessment must be carried out when 
considering and specifying the type of 
floor covering for the premises. 

Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
61: ‘Flooring’ 2006. 
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Recovery room (paras 3.93 – 3.99) 

Element Construction Comments 

Partition Walls Partitions will generally be 
constructed from either timber or 
metal stud system, reinforced as 
necessary to provide fixings for wall 
mounted fittings and fixtures. They 
should be lined with gypsum 
plasterboard and finished with a board 
finish plaster. 

The partition system should provide a 
sound performance which attains a 
minimum weighted sound reduction index 
(R´w), to that detailed in SHTM 2045: 
‘Acoustics, Part 2, Design 
Considerations’, when tested on 
completion by an acoustic consultant. 
Independent sound tests undertaken by 
an acoustics consultant may be required 
to prove compliance. 

Wall finishes Wall surfaces within the room should 
be finished with a special surface 
coating for hygiene control, offering 
long term protection against the 
growth of mould, bacteria and other 
organisms. 

Apply two coats to all wall surfaces. 

Doors Doors should be solid core, flush 
finished with a suitable facing and 
hardwood lipped on all four edges. 
Doors to be fitted with acoustic 
brushes 

Doors may require to be fire resisting 
FD30. The complete fire door assembly, 
including frame, intumescent seals, 
hinges, glazing and ironmongery must 
perform to British Standard for Fire 
Doors.   

Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
58: ‘Internal Doorsets’ 2005. 

Ironmongery Lever handles and mortice lock. Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
59: ‘Ironmongery’ 2005. 

Ceiling Ceiling may be constructed from 
either plasterboard finished with a 
board finish plaster OR proprietary 
suspended ceiling system. 

Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
60: ‘Ceilings’ 2005. 

The ceiling system should provide a 
sound performance which attains a 
minimum weighted sound reduction index 
(R´w), to that detailed in SHTM 2045: 
‘Acoustics, Part 2, Design 
Considerations’, when tested on 
completion by an acoustic consultant. 
Independent sound tests undertaken by 
an acoustics consultant may be required 
to prove compliance. 

Ceiling finish Plastered ceilings should be finished 
with a special surface coating as walls 
above. 

Apply two coats to ceiling surface. 

If the suspended ceiling system is 
selected, it has a factory finished anti-
bacterial coating. 

Floor finish A suitable and sufficient risk 
assessment must be carried out when 
considering and specifying the type of 
floor covering for the premises. 

Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
61: ‘Flooring’ 2006. 
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Compressor rooms (paras 3.100 – 3.105) 

Element Construction Comments 

Partition Walls Partitions should be constructed from 
either brick/block with mortar joints 
and in some areas finished in two-
coat lightweight gypsum plaster OR 
timber/metal stub partition system 
lined with gypsum plasterboard and 
finished with a board finish plaster. 

The partition system should provide a 
sound performance which attains a 
minimum weighted sound reduction index 
(R´w), to that detailed in SHTM 2045: 
‘Acoustics, Part 2, Design 
Considerations’, when tested on 
completion by an acoustic consultant. 
Independent sound tests undertaken by 
an acoustics consultant may be required 
to prove compliance. 

Wall finishes Surfaces should be finished with an 
emulsion paint finish. 

Apply two coats to all wall surfaces. 

Doors Doors should be solid core, flush 
finished with a suitable facing and 
hardwood lipped on all four edges. 
Doors to be fitted with acoustic 
brushes. 

Doors may require to be fire resisting 
FD30. The complete fire door assembly, 
including frame, intumescent seals, 
hinges, glazing and ironmongery must 
perform to British Standard for Fire 
Doors.   

Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
58: ‘Internal Doorsets’ 2005. 

Ironmongery Lever handles and mortice lock 
capable of being locked inside with a 
turnbuckle, capable of being 
overridden with a key from the outside 
by staff. 

Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
59: ‘Ironmongery’ 2005. 

Ceiling Ceiling may be constructed from 
either plasterboard finished with a 
board finish plaster or the underside 
of floor slab/roof if suitable, can be 
pointed. 

Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
60: ‘Ceilings’ 2005. 

Ceiling finish Plastered ceiling finishes should be 
finished with an emulsion paint finish. 

Apply two coats to ceiling surface. 

Floor finish Concrete sealer to floor slab.  
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X-ray room (paras 3.106 – 3.111) 

Element Construction  Comments 

Partition Walls Partitions will generally be 
constructed from either timber or 
metal stud system, reinforced as 
necessary to provide fixings for wall 
mounted fittings and fixtures. They 
should be lined with gypsum 
plasterboard and finished with a board 
finish plaster. 

The partition system should provide a 
sound performance which attains a 
minimum weighted sound reduction index 
(R´w), to that detailed in SHTM 2045: 
‘Acoustics, Part 2, Design Considerations’, 
when tested on completion by an acoustic 
consultant. Independent sound tests 
undertaken by an acoustics consultant may 
be required to prove compliance. 

Wall finishes Wall surfaces within the room should 
be finished with an emulsion paint 
finish. 

Apply two coats to all wall surfaces. 

Doors Doors should be solid core, flush 
finished with a suitable facing and 
hardwood lipped on all four edges. 
Doors to be fitted with acoustic 
brushes. 

Doors may require to be fire resisting 
FD30. The complete fire door assembly, 
including frame, intumescent seals, hinges, 
glazing and ironmongery must perform to 
British Standard for Fire Doors.  Some 
advice can be obtained from HTM 58: 
‘Internal Doorsets’ 2005. 

Ironmongery Lever handles and mortice lock. Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
59: ‘Ironmongery’ 2005. 

Ceiling Ceiling may be constructed from 
either plasterboard finished with a 
board finish plaster OR proprietary 
suspended ceiling system. 

Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
60: ‘Ceilings’ 2005. 

The ceiling system should provide a sound 
performance which attains a minimum 
weighted sound reduction index (R´w), to 
that detailed in SHTM 2045: ‘Acoustics, 
Part 2, Design Considerations’, when 
tested on completion by an acoustic 
consultant. Independent sound tests 
undertaken by an acoustics consultant may 
be required to prove compliance. 

Ceiling finish Plastered ceiling finishes should be 
finished with an emulsion paint finish. 

Apply two coats to ceiling surface. 

Floor finish A suitable and sufficient risk 
assessment must be carried out when 
considering and specifying the type of 
floor covering for the premises. 

Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
61: ‘Flooring’ 2006. 
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X-ray developing room (paras 3.112 – 3.117) 

Element Construction Comments 

Partition Walls Partitions will generally be constructed 
from either timber or metal stud system, 
reinforced as necessary to provide 
fixings for wall mounted fittings and 
fixtures. They should be lined with 
gypsum plasterboard and finished with 
a board finish plaster. 

The partition system should provide a 
sound performance which attains a 
minimum weighted sound reduction 
index (R´w), to that detailed in SHTM 
2045: ‘Acoustics, Part 2, Design 
Considerations’, when tested on 
completion by an acoustic consultant.  
Independent sound tests undertaken by 
an acoustics consultant may be required 
to prove compliance. 

Wall finishes Wall surfaces within the room should be 
finished with an emulsion paint finish. 

Apply a minimum of two coats to all wall 
surfaces. 

Doors Doors should be solid core, flush 
finished with a suitable facing and 
hardwood lipped on all four edges. 
Doors to be fitted with acoustic brushes. 

Doors may require to be fire resisting 
FD30. The complete fire door assembly, 
including frame, intumescent seals, 
hinges, glazing and ironmongery must 
perform to British Standard for Fire 
Doors.  Some advice can be obtained 
from HTM 58: ‘Internal Doorsets’ 2005. 

Ironmongery Lever handles and mortice lock. Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
59: ‘Ironmongery’ 2005. 

Ceiling Ceiling may be constructed from either 
plasterboard finished with a board finish 
plaster OR proprietary suspended 
ceiling system. 

Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
60: ‘Ceilings’ 2005. 

The ceiling system should provide a 
sound performance which attains a 
minimum weighted sound reduction 
index (R´w), to that detailed in SHTM 
2045: ‘Acoustics, Part 2, Design 
Considerations’, when tested on 
completion by an acoustic consultant. 
Independent sound tests undertaken by 
an acoustics consultant may be required 
to prove compliance. 

Ceiling finish Plastered ceilings should be finished 
with an emulsion paint finish. 

Apply two coats to ceiling surface. 

If the suspended ceiling system is 
selected, it has a factory finish. 

Floor finish A suitable and sufficient risk 
assessment must be carried out when 
considering and specifying the type of 
floor covering for the premises. 

Some advice can be obtained from HTM 
61: ‘Flooring’ 2006. 
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Dental laboratory (paras 3.135 – 3.142) 

Element Construction Comments 

Partition Walls Partitions will generally be constructed 
from either timber or metal stud system, 
reinforced as necessary to provide 
fixings for wall mounted fittings and 
fixtures. They should be lined with 
gypsum plasterboard and finished with 
a board finish plaster. 

 Partitions should comply with Health 
Technical Memorandum 56: ‘Partitions’ 
2005. 

Wall finishes Wall surfaces within the room should be 
finished with an emulsion paint finish. 

Apply a minimum of two coats to all wall 
surfaces. 

Doors Doors should be solid core, flush 
finished with a suitable facing and 
hardwood lipped on all four edges. 
Doors to be fitted with acoustic brushes. 

Doors may require to be fire resisting 
FD30. The complete fire door 
assembly, including frame, intumescent 
seals, hinges, glazing and ironmongery 
must perform to British Standard for 
Fire Doors.  Doorsets should also 
comply with Health Technical 
Memorandum 58: ‘Internal Doorsets’ 
2005. 

Ironmongery Lever handles and mortice lock.  Ironmongery should comply with Health 
Technical Memorandum 59: 
‘Ironmongery’ 2005. 

Ceiling Ceiling may be constructed from either 
plasterboard finished with a board finish 
plaster OR proprietary suspended 
ceiling system. 

Ceilings should comply with Health 
Technical Memorandum 60: ‘Ceilings’ 
2005. 

Ceiling finish Plastered ceilings should be finished 
with an emulsion paint finish. 

Apply two coats to ceiling surface. 

If the suspended ceiling system is 
selected it has a factory finish.  

Floor finish A suitable and sufficient risk 
assessment must be carried out when 
considering and specifying the type of 
floor covering for the premises. 

Flooring should comply with Health 
Technical Memorandum 61: ‘Flooring’ 
2006. 
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Cleaner, plant and refuse areas (paras 3.147– 3.152) 

Element Construction Comments 

Partition Walls Partitions should be constructed from 
either brick/block with mortar joints and 
in some areas finished in two-coat 
lightweight gypsum plaster OR 
timber/metal stud partition system lined 
with gypsum plasterboard and finished 
with a board finish plaster. 

Apply a minimum of two coats to all 
wall surfaces.  Colours to be approved 
by the client. 

Wall finishes Wall surfaces within the room should be 
finished with an emulsion paint finish. 

Apply a minimum of two coats to all 
wall surfaces. 

Doors Doors should be solid core, flush 
finished with a suitable facing and 
hardwood lipped on all four edges. 
Doors to plant areas to be fitted with 
acoustic brushes. 

Some advice can be obtained from 
Health Technical Memorandum 58: 
‘Internal Doorsets’ 2005. 

Ironmongery Lever handles and mortice lock capable 
of being locked inside with a knob, 
capable of being overridden with a key 
from the outside by staff. 

Some advice can be obtained from 
Health Technical Memorandum 58: 
‘Ironmongery’ 2005. 

Ceiling Ceiling may be constructed from either 
plasterboard finished with a board finish 
plaster OR proprietary suspended 
ceiling system. 

Some advice can be obtained from 
Health Technical Memorandum 58: 
‘Ceilings’ 2005. 

Ceiling finish Plastered ceiling finishes should be 
finished with an emulsion paint finish. 

Apply two coats to ceiling surface. 

If the suspended ceiling system is 
selected, it has a factory finish. 

Floor finish A suitable and sufficient risk 
assessment should be carried out prior 
to the specification of floor coverings 
particularly in relation to slip resistance. 
No floor finish in Plant Rooms and 
refuse hold enclosure. 

Some advice can be obtained from 
Health Technical Memorandum 58: 
‘Flooring’ 2006. 

Concrete sealer to be applied to 
exposed concrete to reduce dust 
levels. 
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Schedule of Sanitaryware and related requirements 

The following Schedule provides a description of sanitaryware required in each room.   
The number of appliances required in toilets should comply with British Standard 6465-1:1994 ‘Sanitary 
appliances. Code of practice for scale of provision, selection and installation of sanitary appliances’. 
The layout of appliances should comply with British Standard 6465-2:1996 ‘Sanitary appliances. Code of 
practice for space requirements for sanitary appliances’ and HBN 40. 
Design for disabled people should comply with current Building Standards (Scotland) Regulations and 
British Standard 8300:2001 ‘Design of buildings and their approaches to meet the needs of disabled 
people – Code of practice’. 
For infection control purposes and cleaning and access to service/pipework, sanitaryware should, where 
possible, be mounted on an integrated panel system finished with a surface material which can withstand 
regular clinical cleaning.  All washhand basins and sinks will require wall mounted dispensers for typical 
soap, paper towels, antiseptic skin cleaning detergent.  Some may also require glove and nail brush 
dispenser services 
The specification for clinical washhand basins can be found in HTM 64: ‘Sanitary assemblies’.  The 
arrangement is the accepted standard even though this document has not been approved for use in 
Scotland. Consideration should be given to the use of movement sensor ‘hands free’ taps for all clinical 
washhand basins and possibly public washhand basins. 
All sanitaryware, fixtures and fittings require to be securely fixed to withstand misuse and vandalism. 
Washhand basins require particular attention and should always be supported on legs or secure brackets. 

Room Description of Requirements Notes 

Interview Room Vitreous china washhand basins with 
single level basin mixer tap, standard 
trap, no overflow, no waste plug and 
flush grated waste. 

Required at low level if the room is to 
be used for PDU training of children etc. 

Patient Toilets Vitreous china washhand basins with 
single level basin mixer tap, standard 
trap, no overflow, no waste plug and 
flush grated waste. 
Close coupled washdown WC units in 
vitreous china with 7.5 litre capacity 
cisterns with seats and covers. 
One wheelchair WC compartment 
complying fully with current building 
regulations and BS 8300:2001. 
A WC for independent and assisted 
wheelchair use should be provided.  
The peninsular layout allows a user to 
transfer to the WC from either side. 

Refer to paragraph 4.26 for note on 
thermostatic valve requirements for all 
hand washing facilities. 

 

 

 

 

Disabled toilets require, as a minimum, 
all grab rails and fittings as detailed in 
manufacturers ‘Doc M standard packs’. 
Layouts as NHS Estates HBN 40 
guidance.  

Staff Shower Shower tray, thermostatic mixing valve.  

Baby 
Changing/Feeding 
Room 

Vitreous china washhand basins with 
single level basin mixer tap, standard 
trap, no overflow, no waste plug and 
flush grated waste. 

 

Dental Surgery Sink and washhand basin formed in 
worktop. 

All fittings to be specified by specialised 
dental supplier. 

Recovery Room One vitreous china clinical washhand 
basin with single lever mixer tap, 
standard trap, no overflow, no waste 
plug, flush grated waste and no tap 
holes. 
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Schedule of Sanitaryware and related requirements (continued) 

Room Description of Requirements Notes 

X-ray Developing 
Room 

One vitreous china clinical washhand 
basin with single lever mixer tap, 
standard trap, on overflow, no waste 
plug, flush grated waste and no tap 
holes. 

 

Dental Laboratory One vitreous china clinical washhand 
basin with wall mounted lever mixer tap, 
standard trap, no overflow, no waste 
plug, flush grated waste and no tap 
holes. 

One stainless steel inset sink and 
double drainer with standard trap. 
Overflow, waste plug, dual flow swivel 
nozzle mixer trap. 

These are the minimum requirements. 
Client and/or user to advise. 

Staff 
lounge/Kitchen 

One stainless steel inset sink and 
drainer with standard trap. Overflow, 
waste plug, dual flow swivel nozzle 
mixer trap. 

Vitreous china washhand basins with 
single lever basin mixer tap, standard 
trap, no overflow, no waste plug, and 
flush grated waste. 

 

Staff Toilets Vitreous china washhand basins with 
single lever basin mixer tap, standard 
trap, no overflow, no waste plug and 
flush grated waste. 

Close coupled washdown WC unit in 
vitreous china with 7.5 litre capacity 
cisterns with seats and covers. 

One wheelchair WC compartment 
complying fully with current building 
regulations and BS 8300:2001. 

A WC for independent assisted use 
should be provided.  The peninsular 
layout allows a user to transfer to the 
WC from either side. 

 

Cleaner, plant and 
refuse area 

Vitreous china washhand basins with 
single lever basin mixer tap, standard 
trap, no overflow, no waste plug and 
flush grated waste. 

One low level vitreous china bucket sink 
with wall mounted hot and cold taps. 

Stainless steel single drainer sit-on sink 
top. 
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Schedule of Fitments and related requirements 

Care should be taken with the choice of fitments. They should be of a suitable quality to stand up to the 
treatment they will be subjected to in a busy healthcare building. Fitments should be selected from 
manufacturers that produce a range specifically designed for NHS Dental Premises. Advice should also 
be sought from the local Healthcare Bodies infection control team regarding the design of fitments and 
worktops. 
Generally only one storage unit in each room should be lockable with one key to pass all locks; 
requirements to be confirmed with the Client/users. 

Room Description of Requirements Notes 

Dental Surgery Jointless worktop with bullnosed leading edge, ‘L’ 
or ‘U’ shaped to two walls. 

All fittings to be specified by 
specialised dental design 
specialist or equipment 
supplier. 

See paragraph 3.90. 

Cleaner’s Room 3 tier adjustable shelving. 

Double door lockable sink base cupboard unit. 

Double door lockable wall cupboard unit. 

Inset sinktop with integral drainer. 

Jointless worktop with bullnosed leading edge 

Suitable splashback required between worktop 
and wall units, and full length of worktop. 

 

Storage Room 5 tier adjustable shelving to be provided on at 
least one wall. 

Heavy items may require 
metal floor mounted storage 
shelving system. 
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