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Background 
 
The Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service (SNBTS) will be offering access to 
the NHS Blood and Transplant (NHSBT) and NHS England blood group genotyping 
programme for patients in Scotland. This testing is available for patients living with 
inherited anaemias, including Sickle Cell Disorder (SCD), Thalassaemia, and other 
Rare Inherited Red Cell Disorders, who need regular blood transfusions for their 
health and well-being. 
 

Instructions for Blood Banks 
 
You will receive the NHS Blood and Transplant 4A Molecular Diagnostics Red Cell 
HEA and HLA typing for patients form from your clinical areas. It can be found at the 
web address below: 
https://www.nhsbt.nhs.uk/ibgrl/services/molecular-diagnostics/nhs-england-
programme-for-haemoglobinopathy-blood-group-genotyping/  
 
On receipt of the following request form and samples from the clinical areas: 
 

1) Ensure the following details have been completed on the form (see below) 
 

                                
 

2) Ensure the correct sample type and volume has been provided (see below): 
 

• Adults or children over 12 years – 6 ml EDTA  
• Children 6 months – 12 years – 2 ml EDTA  
• Children less than 6 months – 1 – 2 ml EDTA  

 
 

CHI 

Hand write in BLOCK CAPITALS 

Ensure DOB filled in 

Ensure requester 
details provided 

Box MUST be ticked 

Name 

https://www.nhsbt.nhs.uk/ibgrl/services/molecular-diagnostics/nhs-england-programme-for-haemoglobinopathy-blood-group-genotyping/
https://www.nhsbt.nhs.uk/ibgrl/services/molecular-diagnostics/nhs-england-programme-for-haemoglobinopathy-blood-group-genotyping/
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3) Ensure the sample tube is handwritten and meets acceptance criteria for 
blood transfusion samples 
 

4) Clinicians at hospitals that do NOT have an SNBTS blood banks have 
been asked to provide an additional group and save sample (same sample 
requirements as above) 

a. This will be needed for reconciliation of programme results 
 

5) Ensure the details on the request form and sample tube(s) match 
 

6) If any details on the request form are missing, please contact the clinical 
requester, on the same day if possible, to avoid the sample being rejected. 
 

7) Once satisfied request form and sample tube(s) have been correctly 
completed, please complete NATF 1648 (see below) 
 
 

                           
 

8) Send NATF 1648, 4A Molecular Diagnostics Sample request form and sample 
tube to National Genotyping Laboratory, Gartnavel, Glasgow, via your local 
SNBTS Patient Services laboratory using local sample transport 
arrangements. 
 
 

Enter: “Blood Group 
Genotyping 
Programme” 
in “Other” field  
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9) Please record sample receipt and transport in local log for audit and 
monitoring 

 
Instruction for SNBTS, Patient Services Laboratories 
 
Complete NATF 1307 (see below)  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

10) Send NATF 1307, 4A Molecular Diagnostics Sample request form and sample 
tube to National Genotyping Laboratory, Gartnavel, Glasgow, using local 
sample transport arrangements. 
 

11) Please record sample receipt and transport in local log for audit and monitoring 
and retain any NATF 1648 for reconciliation of results returned for reporting. 

 
For more information about Scottish testing arrangements, 
please email  nss.BGGenPrgTestEnquiries@nhs.scot 
 
NATL 493 03 

Enter: “Blood Group Genotyping 
Programme” 
No requirement to select “Testing 
required”  
 

mailto:%20nss.BGGenPrgTestEnquiries@nhs.scot

